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the attendant, he pointed to it and to a full bottle of
cognac which stood on the table, saying, " Now, old
Yankee, is that to your taste? Brandy and water.
Help yourself! It is very good cognac, or, at least, I
have been told so. It is a present, and may have cost
twenty to thirty francs a bottle. I have some, however,
which is still better, although it only costs a thousand
francs the hectolitre."

Whilst I inquired as to his own health and whether

he intended to go to G-astein this summer, and learnt in

reply that his health was tolerable but that he slept

badly and felt fatigued, he had brought a large box of

cigarettes from which he asked me to help myself, at the

same time taking one himself, and remarking that he no

longer found any real enjoyment in smoking.    It was

the same with riding for the last year and a half.    He

had to give it up, as it brought on a pain in the back. I

asked him whether he had received the book on the

Jews which I had handed to the Chancery attendant for

him about a week before.    " What book ?" he asked.

Israel and the Gentiles, I replied.    No, he had not.

I explained that I had sent a letter with it saying that

it was written by me, and that a glance at the preface

might perhaps induce his Serene Highness to look it

through more carefully at Varzin or Friedrichsruh,    He

remembered  the  letter, looked for the book  on  the

writing table and the shelves near it, and said at last

" Probably I have taken it upstairs to read in bed, or

Tiedemann has taken it."

I then turned the conversation upon Lenbach, and
remarked that the picture representing the Chief in
profile looking upwards was to my mind the best
portrait of him which I had seen.

He replied: "He  has  painted*a whole  crowd  of